THE SCHOOL OF  HISTORY

"True enough," I replied. "Nobody wants to
be a king nowadays. When, a little while ago, I
said to King Fuad of Egypt, 'Kings must be
loved, but dictators dreaded/ he exclaimed, *How
I should like to be a dictator!' Does history give
any record of a usurper who was loved ?"

Mussolini, whose changes of countenance
always foreshadow his answers (unless he wants
to conceal his thoughts) became earnest of mien
once more. His expression of sustained energy
relaxed, so that he looked younger than usual.
After a pause, and even then hesitatingly, he
rejoined:

"Julius Caesar, perhaps. The assassination of
Caesar was a misfortune for mankind/* He added
softly: "I love Caesar. He was unique in that he
combined the will of the warrior with the genius
of the sage. At bottom he was a philosopher who
saw everything sub specie eternitatis. It is true
that he had a passion for fame, but his ambition
did not cut him off from human kind."

"After all, then, a dictator can be loved ?"

"Yes," answered Mussolini with renewed
decisiveness. "Provided that the masses fear him
at the same time. The crowd loves strong men.
The crowd is like a woman."
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